
 
 

Appendix 7 
 

Budget-related Motion – Mayor’s Question Time (22.02.16) 
 
 
Proposed by: Len Duvall AM  
Second by: Onkar Sahota AM  
 
Over the eight years of Boris Johnson’s Mayoralty, many of the greatest challenges facing the 
capital have grown. From the housing crisis to the rocketing cost of transport, these are issues 
which directly affect Londoners but which the Mayor has allowed to spiral out of control.  
 

 On transport, the Mayor has been responsible for a 48% increase in bus fares and a 
38% increase in Tube fares since 20081. Meanwhile, he has wasted millions of 
passengers’ money on extravagant vanity projects. 

 On housing, the picture has worsened dramatically since 2008, with supply essentially 
flat, rising costs, and property standards still dire for private tenants. In the seven full 
years following his election in 2008, the Mayor did not once hit his overall housing 
supply target set out in the London Plan. 

 On policing, the Mayor has repeatedly pledged to hold officer numbers at 32,0002. In 
fact, he has failed to do this for 78%3 of the time since May 2010. The effect on 
neighbourhood policing has been devastating. Since his 2011 ‘remodelling’ of 
neighbourhood policing, 1,085 police officers and 2,5164 PCSOs5 have been lost from 
local borough teams. Meanwhile, in the last two years, violent crime has increased by 
47%

6
 and violence with injury by 28%.
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 On pollution, the Mayor has failed to act; with 10,000 premature deaths every year 
attributable to this major threat to public health. Despite this, the implementation of 
the Ultra Low Emission Zone will not take place until 2020, by which time 114,000
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Londoners will have died as a result of poor air quality since the Mayor took office.   
 
When he departs City Hall, the Mayor’s legacy of failure will leave his successor facing far 
greater challenges than he inherited, with few or, in many cases, no plans in place to address 
them.  
 
This Assembly therefore believes that the scale of the Mayor’s failure is not something which 
can be addressed with minor amendments to an outgoing Budget. The real change Londoners 
are crying out for can only be achieved with a fresh start from a new, progressive Mayor, and 
new ideas. 
 
 

                                                 
1 Figures supplied by Transport for London – available on request. 
2  Kit Malthouse AM, MPA Transcript, 24th February 2011, p.772 
3  Measured on officer numbers London wide per month since May 2010, from Metropolitan Police Service 
Recorded Crime Figures and Associated Data, Police Numbers by Borough, to November 2015, accessed 30.12.15 
4 Ibid 
5 Ibid 
6 London Datastore, Metropolitan Police Service Recorded Crime Figures and Associated Data, Violent Crime 
offences December 2012 to November 2013 vs December 2014 to November 2015, accessed 26.01.16 
7 Ibid 
8 Explanatory Note: Calculated estimated deaths from 2008-2020 based on 9,500 figure. 
Air Quality in Enfield, A Guide For Public Health Professionals by the Mayor of London June 2013 
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